
‘Writing’
What does it look like in EYFS?

In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners must reflect on the different rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice 
appropriately. Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:
• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. In 
addition, the Prime Areas of Learning (Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and Language and Physical Development) 
underpin and are an integral part of the children’s learning in all areas.

Writing (Statutory)
Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Birth to 3 - 
Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name, a bus or 
door number, or a familiar logo. Enjoy drawing freely.  
Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to. 
For example: “That says mummy.”  
Make marks on their picture to stand for their name.  

3-4 year olds -
Use some of their print and letter knowledge in 
their early writing. For example: writing a pretend 
shopping list that starts at the top of the page; 
write ‘m’ for mummy. • Write some or all of their 
name. • Write some letters accurately. 

Reception -
Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. • Spell 
words by identifying the sounds and then writing the 
sound with letter/s. • Write short sentences with 
words with known letter-sound correspondences 
using a capital letter and full stop. • Re-read what 
they have written to check that it makes sense 

ELG -
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. • Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. • 
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 


