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Mousehole School’s Geography Curriculum

Intent 
At Mousehole School our teaching aims to develop children’s knowledge and understanding of the world, different people, places and environments. A high quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. At Mousehole, we aim to develop children’s knowledge of diverse places, their people, resources and natural human environments and to impart a deep understanding of the key physical and human processes that we have shaped-and continue to shape-the planet we inhabit. We want our children to understand the interrelations between physical and human processes in shaping the world we live in and to give pupils a voice in confronting the environmental challenges society faces. Finally, we enrich our geography provision by making full use of resources within the local area and beyond,enabling children to develop a strong sense of place of their own locality and to consider how it relates to the British Isles and the wider world.

Implementation 
Our geography curriculum has been planned and mapped to ensure that children develop a coherent understanding of the interconnected physical and human processes that explain how the Earth features at different scales are shaped and have changed overtime. Every class has a geography based topic in the spring term that runs on a rolling programme focusing on either the british isles europe or an international based topic. Learning in geography begins in the EYFS, where children explore their environment and immediate surroundings as well as learning through stories. Children are encouraged to ask questions about their environment, make comments and offer their own suggestions when considering similarities and differences and the impact they themselves can have on their environment for better or worse.
Enquiry led units of learning are sequenced to build a deepening understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes in the formation of landscapes and environments at local, national and global scales. Geographical skills are progressively developed, including the collection of data through fieldwork, the interpretation of different sources of geographical information and map work. Pupils are also taught how to interpret and communicate geographical information. Geography at Mousehole is taught as a discipline in its own right whilst it also runs throughout our geography based topics and is deeply embedded in other areas of the curriculum that help to enrich geographical understanding.
Children at Mousehole will become increasingly aware of the geography of the local environment and of significant human and physical features in the wider world as well as current geographical issues and dilemmas. Our curriculum is fully inclusive for all and we ensure all children have the same entitlement to a broad curriculum by making adaptations where needed.

Impact
The study of geography at Mousehole helps children to understand how and why places are as they are, how they have changed overtime and how they are still changing. Through the course of their learning, children develop geographical knowledge, disciplinary skills and understanding that prepared them well for further study in key stage 3. From their experiences and high quality teaching children can confidently talk about their learning using appropriate vocabulary, and identify the progress that they have made, as well as the direction that they are heading. The interactive and enquiry based approach encourages children to be more engaged and more invested in the outcomes. The geography curriculum provides children with lifelong, transferable skills that are applied across their learning, as well as developing their social conscience and community responsibilities. A Mousehole Geographer will be a responsible, well rounded individual , with a thirst for knowledge and a desire to explore the world around them. We believe that through geography we encouraged the pupils to develop responsible attitudes and values and to think about how they are themselves can influence change by becoming environmentally aware citizens.
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